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What are EDCs?
Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals (EDCs) are defined as 

òEndocrine disruptors are chemicals that may interfere with the 

bodyõs endocrine system and produce adverse developmental, 

reproductive, neurological, and immune effects in both humans 

and wildlifeó ðNIEHS NIH

Can òdisruptó normal physiological processes in a variety of 

ways 

1. Hormone mimic

2. Hormone blocker

3. Interfere with normal cellular response 

NIEHS NIH
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Why should we be 

interested?

Widespreadin the 

environment

Exhibit both 

conspicuous and 

subtleeffects

Regulatory review 

is ongoing

Identifying source 

& exposure rates 

difficult
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Well known EDCs

DES (diethylstilbestrol)

Given to pregnant women 
between 1940-1971 to 
prevent complications of  
pregnancy

DES shown to be associated 
with rare cervical and 
vaginal tumors (clear cell 
adenocarcinoma) in young 
women exposed to DES in 
utero 

Lead to banning of  use of  
DES


